Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 ALGIER 01695 I0I54IZ 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INEO OCT-OI AE-IO EUR-I2 ISO-00 10-13 ACDA-07 CIAE-00 
DODE-00 PM-04 H-01 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 
PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 /098 W 

130581 101543Z/40 

R 101235Z JUL 77 
PM AMEMBASSY ALGIERS 
TO AMEMBASSY NOUAKCHOTT 
SECSTATE WASHDC 6780 
INEO AMEMBASSY BAMAKO 
TUTAKR/AMEMBASSY DAKAR 266 
TUQMRA/AMEMBASSY JIDDA 498 
AMEMBASSY LIBREVILLE 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
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CONPIDENTIAL ALGIERS 1695 

CINCEUR FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR,AG,MR 

SUBJECT: ALGERIAN POREIGN MINISTRY ADVANCE KNOWLEDGE 
REF: NOUAKCHOTT 1530; ALGIERS 1663 (NOTAL) 

1 . UPPER REACHES OP ALGERIAN PRESIDENCY AND DEPENSE MINISTRY WERE 
LIKELY AWARE OP POLISARIO PLAN POR ATTACKING NOUAKCHOTT. IT UN- 
LIKELY, HOWEVER, THAT OFPICIAL QUOTED IN REPTELS HAD ADVANCE 
KNOWLEDGE OP OPERATION. WHEN EMBOFP MENTIONED RAID TO SAME OP- 
PICIAL JULY 4, LATTER, WHILE VISIBLY PLEASED AT REPORT, SAID IT 

WAS NEWS TO HIM. ALTHOUGH ALGERIANS ARE GOOD BLUFPERS, WE SUS- 
PECT HE WAS TELLING TRUTH IN THIS INSTANCE. 

CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 ALGIER 01695 101541Z 

2. OFPICIAL'S COMMENT MENTIONED IN REPTELS CAME AT TIME WHEN 
ALGERIAN DIPLOMATIC FORTUNES IN SAHARA WERE AT LOW EBB. WE SUSPECT 
IT WAS AN OFPHAND COMMENT INTENDED TO PUT BEST PACE ON SITUATION, 

AS WELL AS EXPRESSION OP CURRENT ALGERIAN THINKING ON PUTURE COURSE 
OP SAHARA VENTURE.HAYNES 
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